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STUDYING THE CONTEXT
“If you do nothing else besides read what comes before and after 

your passage, you will eliminate about 75% of mistakes.” -Duvall & Hayes 

Reader context: 

Preunderstanding 

All of our preconceived notions and understandings we bring 
to the text before we study it (conscious and subconscious) 

Dangers 

Assuming we have no preunderstandings 

Assuming our preunderstandings are always correct 

Coming to the text with a theological agenda formulated



STUDYING THE CONTEXT
Reader context: 

Preunderstanding 

Cultural Baggage 

Interpretational Reflex 

filling in the gaps and ambiguities with explanations 
and backgrounds from our own culture 

cultural background pre-forms a parameter of limiting 
possibilities for a text even before we grapple with the 
intended meaning 

These cannot be abandoned; we only submit them to the text.



STUDYING THE CONTEXT
Reader context: 

Presuppositions 

What we tacitly assume beforehand at the beginning of a line 
of argument or course of action. 

Total objectivity is impossible and unadvised 

Presuppositions we must hold: 

The Bible is God’s Word written by Spirit-inspired men 

The Bible is trustworthy and true 

God has entered into history; the supernatural occurs 

The Bible is not contradictory; it is unified but diverse.



Recipient context:
STUDYING THE CONTEXT

Grasping God’s Word, J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hayes, Zondervan



STUDYING THE CONTEXT
Literary context: 

Genre Context 

Each genre represents a different set of rules for interpreting 

Genre is a covenant of communication 

Surrounding Context 

Give highest priority 
to the immediate context 
in determining meaning

Rest of Bible
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STUDYING THE CONTEXT
Literary context: 

Surrounding Context 

“When you honor the literary context, you cannot make the Bible 
just say anything.” -Ibid  

Dangers of disregarding literary context 

Ignoring the surrounding context 

Topical preaching: valid only when the various passages are 
understood in their context and the overall message 
doesn’t violate those individual contexts.



STUDYING THE CONTEXT
Literary context: 

Surrounding Context 

Identifying the surrounding context 

Identify how the book is divided into paragraphs or 
sections 

Summarize the main idea of each section in about a dozen 
words or less 

Explain how your passage relates to the surrounding 
sections 

“The interpretation that best fits the context is most valid.” -Ibid


