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OBSERVING THE TEXT

Grasping God’s Word, J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hayes, Zondervan



OBSERVING THE TEXT
“One of the most critical skills needed in reading the Bible is the 
ability to see the details. [We] read . . . too quickly.” -Duvall & Hayes 

Observing sentences: 

Grammar 

Verbs - Where the action is 

Nouns | Pronouns - Who is doing, receiving, or relating to the 
action | identify the antecedent 

Conjunctions - Connecting words (and, but, for, therefore, etc) 

Prepositions - Relating words (how do words relate) 

Describers - Adjectives → Nouns | Adverbs ➞ Verbs



OBSERVING THE TEXT
“One of the most critical skills needed in reading the Bible is the 
ability to see the details. [We] read . . . too quickly.” -Duvall & Hayes 

Observing sentences: 

Grammar 

Verbs - Where the action is 

Nouns | Pronouns - Who is doing, receiving, or relating to the 
action | identify the antecedent 

Conjunctions - Connecting words (and, but, for, therefore, etc) 

Prepositions - Relating words (how do words relate) 

Describers - Adjectives → Nouns | Adverbs ➞ Verbs

and: correlation and continuity

but: development

then: temporal development

therefore: continuity + development

for: continuity + explanation



OBSERVING THE TEXT
Observing sentences: 

Other elements 

Repetition - words and phrases that repeat 

Contrasts - words, ideas, etc that contrast each other 

Comparisons - words, ideas, etc that are compared 

Lists - two or more items mentioned in succession 

Cause and effect - look for causes then determine the effect 

Figures of speech - expressions that are word pictures 

The key here is finding ways to slow down your reading; mark up 
the text | diagramming | others?



OBSERVING THE TEXT
Observing paragraphs: 

Determine how clauses work together to make the authors point. 

General to specific  

Temporal relationship (after, while, before) 

Means | Manner (how-by, by means of) 

Purpose (in order to) 

Result (with the result of) 

Cause (because, since or when, after) 

Condition (if, then) 

Concession (even though, although)


