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The Messiah’s Rejected Ministry 
Matthew 13:53-14:12 

Jesus was misunderstood and rejected, but we must 
receive Him as the Messiah. 

Two criteria evidence our need to receive Jesus as the Messiah. 

1. Jesus is _______________ than a ________________ (13:53-38). 

2. Jesus is _______________ than a _____________________ (14:1-12).
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The following readings and questions are designed to help you reflect on the truths 
found in this week’s sermon in order that you might retain them in your life. You might 
find the most benefit by reading this week’s passage along with the daily passage.

READ              REFLECT                  RETAIN

MONDAY:  

Matthew 13:53-58 

TUESDAY:  

Hebrews 1:1-13 

WEDNESDAY:  

Psalm 110:1-7 

THURSDAY:  

Isaiah 6:1-13 

FRIDAY:  

Matthew 14:1-12 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  

Matthew 14:13-36

How do the Nazarenes reflect an unwillingness 
to see Jesus as more than a mere man? What 
are the liabilities of looking at Jesus this way? 
Do you see any evidence that you look at Jesus 
as a mere man or ignore His deity? 

What aspects of Jesus’s greatness encourage 
you to receive Him as the Messiah from God? 
In what ways do you see evidence of doubt 
and sin that show your, even temporary, 
unwillingness to receive Him? 

How does John the Baptist reflect the 
confidence this Psalm encourages in His 
confrontation with Herod? What evidence does 
your life reflect that you share John’s 
confidence and faith that Jesus is the Messiah? 

How does Isaiah contrast with those he will 
preach to? How are Isaiah’s hearers similar to 
the Jews of Jesus’s day and Herod? To whom 
are you more similar, Isaiah or Isaiah’s hearers? 
What, if anything, needs to change? 

Why do you think that Herod thought Jesus 
was John the Baptist resurrected? In what ways 
do you allow your sin and rebellion to conflict 
with accepting Jesus as the Messiah from God? 
What steps can you take to change? 

Read the passage for March 15 in preparation 
for Sunday.


