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The Messiah’s Difficult Test 
Matthew 4:1-11 

The Man, Christ Jesus, endured temptation like no other 
human; therefore, we must trust Him for salvation. 

Jesus reflected seven responses to temptation that reveal why He is worthy of our 
trust. 

1. He ____________________________ God’s ___________________. (v1) 

2. He ______________________ physical ____________________. (v2-3) 

3. He ______________________ painless ___________________. (v2-10) 

4. He __________________________ God’s __________________. (v4-7) 

5. He _______________________ self-______________________. (v8-10) 

6. He _______________________ godless __________________. (v8-10) 

7. He _______________________ encouraging _______________. (v11)
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The following readings and questions are designed to help you reflect on the truths 
found in this week’s sermon in order that you might retain them in your life. You might 
find the most benefit by reading this week’s passage along with the daily passage.

READ              REFLECT                  RETAIN

MONDAY:  

Matthew 4:1-11 

TUESDAY:  

Romans 2:5-11 

WEDNESDAY:  

Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

THURSDAY:  

1 Corinthians 10:1-14 

FRIDAY:  

Matthew 4:1-11 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  

Matthew 4:12-25

How do you see the humanity of Christ 
revealed and emphasized in these verses? How 
does that discourage you as you face 
temptation? How does that encourage you as 
you face the reality of your sinfulness? 

What does this passage tell you about our 
ability to save ourselves? When are you guilty 
of trying to prove your worthiness on your 
own? How does Jesus’s temptation narrative 
eliminate your pursuit of self-righteousness? 

What impact does Christ’s temptation have on 
His high priesthood and our salvation? How 
does this passage reveal the foolishness of 
self-reliance? In what circumstances are you 
likely to pursue self-reliance? 

What hope does this passage give you for 
when you are faced with temptations? How 
does Christ’s endurance help you hang on to 
this hope? In what circumstances are you likely 
to doubt this hope or feel like giving up?  

In what ways does your own failure to live the 
life that God demands apparent by contrast 
with Jesus’s endurance? How does that 
motivate you to trust Him? In what ways have 
you seen your trust in Him change you? 

Read the passage for September 15 in 
preparation for Sunday.


