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The Messiah’s Ministry Initiation 
Matthew 4:12-25 

Jesus makes following Jesus worthwhile; therefore, we 
must follow Him unconditionally. 

Two aims of following Jesus unconditionally. 

1. _____________________________________. 

2. _____________________________________.
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The following readings and questions are designed to help you reflect on the truths 
found in this week’s sermon in order that you might retain them in your life. You might 
find the most benefit by reading this week’s passage along with the daily passage.

READ              REFLECT                  RETAIN

MONDAY:  

Matthew 4:12-25 

TUESDAY:  

John 6:60-71 

WEDNESDAY:  

Luke 10:38-42 

THURSDAY:  

Colossians 1:13-20 

FRIDAY:  

Matthew 4:12-25 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  

Matthew 5:1-48

What evidence is there that the crowd didn’t 
understand who Jesus was or what He was 
doing? When do you find yourself distracted 
from Jesus Himself and overly focused on His 
benefits? How can you change that? 

How does this passage implicitly contrast Peter 
and Judas? How does this passage provide a 
warning for you even if you’re the most 
dedicated? On whom must you depend in 
order to find Christ to be all in all? 

How does Jesus’s focus on not taking away 
Mary’s good part emphasize that Martha 
wasn’t doing anything wrong in serving? When 
do you let good things take the place of the 
best thing? What does repentance look like? 

What aspects of Christ’s person make Him 
worthy of following in Himself? What fringe 
benefits does Paul also extol? What practical 
steps can you take to keep the fringe benefits 
in perspective with Christ’s person? 

What evidence is there that Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John were repentant and submitted 
to Jesus? What circumstances or things make 
you hesitant to repent or refocus? What 
attitudes do you need to change to fix that? 

Read the passage for September 22 in 
preparation for Sunday.


