The Messiah’s Authoritative Expectations, 1
Matthew 5-7

We cannot be perfect like God; therefore, we must depend
on God to make us right before Him.
Two realities explain both why we are not perfect like God and why we must
depend on Him to make us right before Him.

1. Our ____________________________________ don’t reflect God’s
________________________________ (v13-16).

2. Our ____________________________________ don’t imitate God’s
________________________________ (v21-48).
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The following readings and questions are designed to help you reflect on the truths
found in this week’s sermon in order that you might retain them in your life. You might
find the most benefit by reading this week’s passage along with the daily passage.

READ

REFLECT

RETAIN

MONDAY:
Matthew 5:1-48

TUESDAY:
Romans 3:9-20

WEDNESDAY:
1 Corinthians 6:9-11

THURSDAY:
Romans 3:21-26

FRIDAY:
Matthew 5:1-48

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:
Matthew 6:1-31
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When you read the demands that Jesus makes
here, which of them make it most obvious to
you that you aren’t perfect like God is? How do
the beatitudes encourage you to respond to
what Jesus is saying? Is that your response?
When do you find yourself thinking that you
are better than other people because of their
sin? How does Paul eliminate that boasting?
What effect does Paul elicit from you as you
read this? What hope is there in v19?
Which of the items from Paul’s vice list have
been a part of your life and disqualify you from
entering God’s kingdom? To what hope does
Paul point? Whose work does Paul emphasize
in this?
How does Paul turn the reality of Romans
3:9-20 on its head here? What work(s) of God
through Jesus does he emphasize to make his
point? What hope does Paul’s emphasis in this
passage give you?
Why is it good for us to feel the hopelessness
of a passage like Matthew 5? What does it
reveal about our hearts that we try to minimize
its hopelessness? What works of God does it
drive you to reflect on?
Read the passage for September 29 to prepare
for Sunday.
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