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The Messiah’s Authoritative Expectations, 3 
Matthew 5-7 

We cannot be perfect like God; therefore, we must depend 
on God to make us right before Him. 

 Three more realities that explain both why we are not perfect like God and why 
we must depend on God to make us right. 

1. Our impact doesn’t reflect God’s importance (5:13-16). 
2. Our hearts don’t imitate God’s righteousness (5:21-48). 
3. Our religion doesn’t gain God’s approval (6:1-18). 
4. Our concerns don’t pursue God’s provision (6:19-34). 

5. Our ____________________________________________ don’t reflect 

God’s ___________________________________________ (7:1-6). 

6. Our __________________________________________ doesn’t find 

God’s ___________________________________________ (7:12-14). 

7. Our __________________________________________ don’t produce 

God’s ___________________________________________ (7:15-23).
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The following readings and questions are designed to help you reflect on the truths 
found in this week’s sermon in order that you might retain them in your life. You might 
find the most benefit by reading this week’s passage along with the daily passage.

READ              REFLECT                  RETAIN

MONDAY:  

Matthew 7:1-29 

TUESDAY:  

Romans 2:1-16 

WEDNESDAY:  

Isaiah 1:10-20 

THURSDAY:  

Psalm 32:1-11 

FRIDAY:  

Matthew 7:1-29 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  

Philippians 2:25-30

When you consider our sinfulness as humans, 
what do you think motivates our hypocritical 
judgment of others? Who is someone you 
judge? How should your understanding of 
imputed justification change that thinking? 

When are you tempted to think that you will 
escape the judgment of God because you are 
better than another? How do v5-11 confront 
that thinking? If not to wish it on others, what 
should God’s judgment motivate in us? 

Considering the harshness of v10-17, what 
hope does v18-19 offer? How does this 
motivate you to run to Christ? How does Jesus’ 
strong demands in Matthew 7 motivate you to  
the same conclusion? 

Assuming Psalm 32 and Matthew 7 aren’t 
contradicting each other, how do you see the 
same emphasis in each passage? How does 
David in the Psalm contrast with those who 
appeal to the Lord? Which are you more like? 

How do the two groups of people who are 
asking God for something in this passage 
differ? Which is more reflective of your heart? 
What are the actions that Christ’s words 
demand in these passage that reflect wisdom? 

Read the passage for October 13 in 
preparation for Sunday’s missions conference.


