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A la iglesia de Laodicea 

14 a Mandamiento Escribe al ángel de la iglesia de Laodicea:  

 b Discurso Esto dice el Amén,  
 c Caracterización el testigo fiel y veraz,  
 d Caracterización el soberano de la creación de Dios:  

15 a Experiencia 15 Conozco tus obras;  
 b Expansión sé que no eres ni frío ni caliente.  

 c Exclamación ¡Ojalá fueras lo uno o lo otro!   

16 a Inferencia (c) 16 Por tanto,  
 b Razón de fondo (c) como no eres ni frío ni caliente, sino tibio,  
 c Predicción estoy por vomitarte de mi boca.  

17 a Razón 17 Dices:  
 b Subpunto “Soy rico;  
 c Subpunto me he enriquecido  
 d Subpunto y no me hace falta nada”;  
 e Experiencia pero no te das cuenta  
 f Expansión de cuán  
 g Subpunto infeliz  
 h Subpunto y miserable,  
 i Subpunto pobre,  
 j Subpunto ciego  
 k Subpunto y desnudo  
 f Expansión eres tú.  
  Suministrado 18 Por eso  
18 a Acción te aconsejo que de mí compres  
 b Subpunto oro refinado por el fuego,  
 c Propósito para que te hagas rico;  
 d Subpunto ropas blancas  
 e Propósito para que te vistas  
 f Propósito y cubras tu vergonzosa desnudez;  
 g Subpunto y colirio  
 h Propósito para que te lo pongas en los ojos y recobres la vista.  

19 a Promesa 19 Yo reprendo y disciplino a todos los que amo.  

 b Mandamiento Por lo tanto, sé fervoroso y arrepiéntete.  

20 a Pronunciamiento 20 Mira que estoy a la puerta y llamo.  

 b Condición de fondo (c) Si alguno oye mi voz y abre la puerta,  
 c Beneficio entraré,  

Contexto 

Conflicto 

Consecuencia 

Ambiente Voz 
Principal 

Subjuntivo/Deseo 

Motivo Principal/Confrontación 

Acción/Consejo 

Resolución 
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 d Beneficio y cenaré con él, y él conmigo.  

21 a Beneficio 21 Al que salga vencedor le daré el derecho de sentarse 
conmigo en mi trono,  

 b Comparación como también yo vencí  
 c Subsecuente y me senté con mi Padre en su trono.  

22 a Alocución (b) 22 El que tenga oídos,  
 b Mandato que oiga lo que el Espíritu dice a las iglesias.» 1 
 
 
 
 
 
The last position, the last of the seven churches.  
 
Reception: Attempt to greet and maintain verbal contact with each attendee, physical and personal interest 
(break the ice before worship). 
 
-Good morning.  
 
Preamble and elevation of expectations: 
 
Neuro-interaction 
I want to talk about a word that in military terms is used, especially in the U.S. it is the term aspen or the term 
broken arrow, it is a military expression that is used when the enemy has already entered your own camp, it 
has been invaded by the enemy and now you no longer know who is the friend, who is the enemy, everything 
around you in chaos. That's where the expression Alamo, Alamo, Alamo implies that the enemy has entered, 
I think we are living in those days Alamo, Alamo, Alamo and we are going to see that idea in this passage. 
 
Let's pray. 
 
Prayer:  
Father, eternal God, Great and Wonderful, we come before you Lord, we give thanks for the blessings you 
have given in our life, we give thanks for your mercy, we give thanks for your Grace in forgiving our sins. 
Thank you for leaving us these scriptures, help us to have eyes that want to look at your son Christ, help us 
to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit, give us courage to be able to execute your holy Will. Help us to be 
humble of heart and to recognize you in our lives, bless the reading of your word and the sermon of this 
morning.  
 
Amen 
 
Reading 
  

let's go to chapter 3 of Revelation, I will read starting at verse 14, we will read until the end of this chapter, 
 
 14 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 

the beginning of God’s creation.  
15 “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because 

you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have 

 
1 International Bible Society, Nueva Versión Internacional (East Brunswick, NJ: Sociedad Bíblica 
Internacional, 1979), Ap 3:14–22. 
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prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 I 
counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may 
clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you 
may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he 
with me. 21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat 
down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ” 
2 
 
Big Idea: 

Christ, the center of the church 
 
I would like to share the message in three main blocks: 
 

1. The church: in its present, historical geographical context with some of its characteristics.  
2. The message: to the first addressee and the contextualization of the message, the big idea.  
3. Application: How we can live the bid idea, the last part will be a launching, a challenge of personal 

application to each one of us. 
 
The church in its present historical geographical context with some of its characteristics. 
The church of Laodicea was one of the seven churches of Asia Minor that we have been seeing, we see how 
these churches form a circle in Asia Minor, Laodicea would be found closing the circle, it is thus the last 
church mentioned of the seven churches. 
 
They were local churches, with a group of Jewish and Gentile believers, but we must see that it was a real 
church, it is very important that we realize this. 
 
The name Laodicea makes mention of the place where it is located, it means the government of the people 
Laodiceans has to do with a church that was apparently powerful, enriched, it was a rich church unlike others 
that we have seen during this time, there was also something that calls our attention in the location where it is 
located. 
 
It was a place known for its hot springs, which were really healthy when you drank them hot, but when it got 
warm, maybe because of some pathogen inside those waters, they made you vomit and that is recorded in 
some of the ancient writings, being a characteristic of this city, the warm waters were really made people sick 
but there was something also interesting about this city, it was a place where it was well known for its eye 
cure through a kind of powder that they made and then it was mixed with water and they made an eye drop 
that helped the eyesight, the eye doctor of that time knew Laodicea well for the creation of this cure. 
 
It is interesting to see how the author, Jesus is using the cultural context of this city. 
 
Well, that church that is represented there, there is a congregation, and that group of believers has been 
influenced by everything that is around them, the wealth, the splendor that they enjoyed, they have no need 
of anything, they feel really secure, however the Bible speaks directly and shows that this church is poor, it 
is naked, there is something there that is missing and the Lord gives us some words that are shocking, He 
says here in verse 20 I stand at the door and knock, notice that He is saying that church is naked that it 
needs to wash its eyes with eye drops and needs to realize that it is naked and needs to be clothed with white 
garments, but the saddest thing is that Christ is outside the church, that is why he is at the door and knocks 
and if anyone hears his voice and opens the door (symbol of communion) verse 20 I will come in to him 
and eat with him, and he whit me, that is a church where Christ has been left outside the door, it is a church 
that is naked, it is a church that is blind, it is a church with real problems, there is a clear message from the 

 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016), Ap 3:14–22. 
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Lord Jesus Christ saying: if anyone hears my voice, Now I know that we use this verse sometimes to 
evangelize and tell them if anyone hears the voice of Christ and converts to Him etc.  
 
But this verse has not been given to unbelievers, it was given to a church that fellowship with, it was given 
to a church that was naked, it was given to a church that was enriched by the riches of this world, 
impoverished in spirituality, Jesus say to this church, the Lord has to shake it and say Hey wake up because 
you have a problem! 
 
Here the Lord is calling his attention to individuals, that is why in the 21st century he says: To him that 
overcometh will I give the right to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with 
my Father in his throne: that is, once again the Lord is addressing individual people, to really stir them up 
and say: It is time for us to wake up from our sleep and seek the Lord, this is the church of Laodicea, and 
these are the words that were written a letter to the one who was the angel of that church, most probably the 
spiritual leader of that church, that church needed to hear these words. 
 
 
When we read in the book of Revelation in the Second Coming of the Lord, and every eye will see it, we can 
understand that this is feasible, however the early believers, it was very difficult for them to understand this, 
like every eye could see it, today we can understand more, when we read the book of Revelation the seven 
churches and we realize the characteristics that we have been talking about, and we compare it with other 
passages like Matthew 13 or Matthew 24, we begin to discern and glimpse that these prophecies were 
being fulfilled before our eyes, and when we come to this time of the Laodicean church, and we compare the 
times in which we are in, we can understand that the prophecies are being fulfilled before our eyes, and we 
compare the times in which we are living we say, it is what Christ had prophesied in his word, that is why 
we believe and defend the reality that the church of Laodicea marks the prophetic point that we are living in 
our days, and that prophetic point was already marked by the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 24 or by the 
Apostle Paul in 1st Thessalonians, in 2nd Thessalonians, in the letter to Corinth, where the characteristics 
of the last days are really chilling, he speaks to us of characteristics and show the depth of the apostasy, it is 
a word that we must understand because Paul says: the son of perdition will not be manifested until the 
apostasy is manifested, and that word apostasy that means in Greek fall refers to all the characteristics where 
the truth has become error, where the Bible has been attacked, belittled, but from the Church itself, that is 
key in the understanding of the apostasy, when the Bible says that the love of many will grow cold, that the 
wickedness of men will grow, it is not referring in the context to the world but to the condition of the 
church, when the Bible tells us that in the last days there would be false teachers, that there would be false 
Christs, that would deceive if possible even the elect, it is not referring to the world and the world leaders, it 
is referring to the church, it is referring that, in the last days, before the Lord comes, the characteristics of 
that time of the end would be the apostasy of the church. 
 
2. The message to the first addressee and its contextualization. 
 
To this church the Lord says: You are neither cold nor hot, if only you were cold or hot (15).  
 
The reaction of the head of the church is expressed in strong terms: But because you are lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth (16). Some foods taste good only when cold, others 
only when hot. Some things are acceptable both ways. Many like tea or coffee iced or hot; but who likes a 
warm drink?  
 
The worst thing about the condition of this church was its complacency: Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing (17). Apparently, the church reflected the temperament of the 
community (Laos). I have become rich; in other words, "What I have I have earned by my toil." The first 
clause expresses self-satisfaction; the second, pride. 
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There can be no more lamentable example of foolish pride than that on display in the statement: And I have 
need of nothing. What a contrast to the meaning of sincere humility, this is the true spirit of Christian 
dependency! 
 
Christ's evaluation of this church was very different from their self-evaluation. He says: And knowest thou 
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.  
 
One author writes:  

"The next three adjectives lay the groundwork for commiseration: a blind beggar...ragged ( Job 21:7) 
was no more deserving of pity than this rich and self-satisfied church." Poor, blind and naked are to 
be taken metaphorically referring to the spiritual condition of the church. However, there may be an 
indirect allusion to the advantages boasted by the city in which it was located. The church was poor 
in a thriving financial center, blind in a community where there was an excellent medical school, and 
naked in a place famous for high quality wool fabrics. Today it is possible for the church to flourish 
outwardly in the midst of material prosperity, yet be poor, blind and naked spiritually. 

 
Exhortation (3:18-20) 
To this self-satisfied church, which "had need of nothing," Jesus says: I counsel you to buy gold refined by 
fire from me, that you may be rich (18). The term buy is an echo of Isaiah 55:1, "Come, buy and eat. Come, 
buy without money and without price, wine and milk." This is the only way any of us can buy from God. From 
me is emphatic. These necessary things can only be purchased from Christ. 
 
Refined in fire is literally "having been inflamed by fire," or purified by fire. The same verb occurs in the 
Septuagint in Psalms 17:30, "The word of the Lord is tried". In Proverbs 30:5 it is translated "clean", "Every 
word of God is clean". So here it means that this gold is pure and unmixed. 
 
Furthermore, the church needs white garments to clothe us, so that the shame of our nakedness will not be 
uncovered. The white garments contrasted with the famous black wool of Laodicea. 
 
Thirdly, Jesus advises the church: anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest see. Of this medicine 
Charles says: "In our text it is the famous Phrygian powder used by the Laodicean school of medicine." 
 
The obvious point should not missed the three parts of verse 18 correspond to the last three adjectives of verse 
17: "poor," "naked," "blind." The Laodicean church believed it needed nothing. In reality, it was devoid of 
the primordial elements of spiritual life. 
 
In this verse we see "What is the Gospel":  
 

1. Divine riches for our spiritual poverty. 
2. The white robes of righteousness for our sinfulness. 
3. Spiritual sight for our blindness. 

 
The exhortation continues: I rebuke and chasten all whom I love; be zealous, therefore, and repent (19). 
Punishment is a sign of God's mercy as Heavenly Father (Heb. 12:5-11). It is interesting that here the verb 
Love is not the usual agapao, but phileo, which introduces a tender emotional touch, to the church that least 
deserved it! Reproved is "to declare convicted". Punish is literally "to educate a child". All this shows Christ's 
compassion in treating this church as a wayward child who needed a Father's love and discipline.  
 
One authors writes: "Perhaps the deplorable condition of the Laodicean church was due to lack of 
chastisement; there is no mention of its having suffered any trial so far." 
 
This church lacked zeal. What it needed was zeal. Therefore, the Lord says: be zealous. Repent is aorist, which 
demands immediate action on a crucial decision. 
It may seem strange that be zealous precedes repent. 
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One author writes: "The fundamental evil of the Laodicean church and its representative was its lukewarm 
indifference, the absence of any zeal, of any enthusiasm. And the first step, therefore, toward higher things, 
was to pass into a state in which these elements of life were no longer conspicuous by their absence." 
 
To this call to repentance, "Christ adds the tenderest message to be found in any of these letters:" Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me (20).  
 
In this passage the simplicity of the gospel is beautifully expressed. Christ stands at the door of every 
sinner's heart, knocking for entrance. He will not break down the door to force entry, for he has created us 
with free will and will not violate it. But if the sinner opens the door, which only he can do, the Savior has 
promised to enter.  
 
The idea of supper is that of communion, and specifically of unhurried fellowship around the table at the 
evening meal, when the stress of the day has passed.  
 
Remuneration (3:21) 
The final promise is: To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. This is an echo and extension of the promise Jesus 
made to his twelve apostles in Matthew 19:28 and Luke 22:29-30. Through all the temptations and trials of 
his earthly life, Jesus overcame and received his reward. A similar reward awaits those who follow him fully 
and faithfully to the end. This promise obviously points to the life to come. 
 
Invitation (3:22) 
Once again the one who hears these letters is admonished: hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The 
seven messages are full of salutary warnings and exhortations for Christians today. We do well to heed 
them. 
 
This is how a church lost the majesty of Christ, it lost the most important thing it had, it lost the reason why 
that church was founded, because they lost Christ. 
 
in three directions, 
 

1. For the church: How can we confirm that our church continues to hold the majesty of Christ in its 
place? We must be constantly prepared to listen to Christ in our church. 
2. For believers: There is some matter in our life, in which we are not listening to the direction of 
Christ, the direction of the Holy Spirit. 
3. For the non-believer: Perhaps you have been listening to the gospel for a long time, perhaps you 
have been listening for a long time as Christ is calling, perhaps the pride and comfort of this world 
have returned to you, perhaps this is the moment to open the door and let Christ come in and have 
fellowship with us. 

 
Let's pray,  
 
God, Father, we give thanks for the blessing that you have given in our lives to be able to love you, to be 
able to share the gospel, thank you for helping us change our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit, father, 
we come to you in prayer Asking that your words and your commandments enter into us, that we can be a 
humble church, a church that can recognize the Glory of your son Christ, we also ask you to bless my 
brothers and sisters here, that in this week of work and family life we can be like your son Christ in 
character, in love, walking towards sanctification. In your sacred name, amen. 


