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The Messiah’s Peculiar Forerunner 
Matthew 3:1-12 

We must repent of our sins to enter God’s kingdom. 

Three demands of repentance reveal what repentance looks like as we pursue the 
God’s kingdom. 

1. Repentance demands ____________________________________ 

___________________________ (v5-7). 

2. Repentance demands ____________________________________ 

___________________________ (v8-10). 

3. Repentance demands ____________________________________ 

___________________________ (v11-12).
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The following readings and questions are designed to help you reflect on the truths 
found in this week’s sermon in order that you might retain them in your life. You might 
find the most benefit by reading this week’s passage along with the daily passage.

READ              REFLECT                  RETAIN

MONDAY:  

Matthew 3:1-12 

TUESDAY:  

1 John 1:5-10 

WEDNESDAY:  

Isaiah 29:13-16 

THURSDAY:  

James 2:14-26 

FRIDAY:  

Matthew 3:1-12 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY:  

Matthew 3:13-17

What is the difference between the crowds 
John was baptizing and the religious leaders? 
What do you need to change to avoid the 
problems of the religious leaders? What steps 
can you take to start that change? 

What makes bringing your sins to light difficult 
for you? How should the fact that God is light 
impact that thinking? How should God’s 
faithfulness impact your willingness to confess 
sin? To whom do you need to confess sin? 

What is it that makes mere lip service so easy 
that we pursue it at the expense of heart 
service? What lies of self-deception like v15 
references are you guilty of believing? How can 
your service be changed to heart service?  

How is the attitude condemned by James 
evident in the religious leaders of John’s day? 
When have you been guilty of saying you have 
faith, but failing to prove it by your works? 
What works of faith do you need to initiate? 

What evidence can you see in your life of 
confession of sin? What evidence can you see 
in your life of the fruits of repentance? What 
evidence can you see in your life that you are 
following Jesus instead of mere humans? 

Read the passage for September 1 in 
preparation for Sunday.


