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My goal in this presentation is to demonstrate that corporate worship does something far more 
significant than many Christians recognize—liturgy forms our religion. But as I will show, the 
reverse is equally true—religion forms our liturgy. 
 

1. What is the Nature of Religion? 
 

a. Worldview 
 

“A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that can 
be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be 
true, partially true, or entirely false) that we hold (consciously or subconsciously, 
consistently or inconsistently) about the basic constitution of reality, and that 
provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being.”2 
 
“As the image and likeness of God, people are animated subjectively from the 
core and throughout their being by that primary faculty of thought, affection, and 
will which the Bible calls the ‘heart.’”3 
 
1. What is prime reality—the really real? 
2. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us? 
3. What is a human being? 
4. What happens to a person at death? 
5. Why is it possible to know anything at all? 
6. How do we know what is right and wrong? 
7. What is the meaning of human history? 
8. What personal, life-orienting core commitments are consistent with this 

worldview? 
 

b. Theology 
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2. What is the Nature of Liturgy? 

 
a. Culture 

 
“that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, 
and any other capabilities and habits acquired as a member of society.”4 

 
b. Corporate Worship 

 
“the socially established and regulated holy acts and words in which the encounter 
and communion of the Deity with the congregation is established, developed, and 
brought to its ultimate goal . . . a relation in which a religion becomes a vitalizing 
function as a communion of God and congregation, and of the members of the 
congregation among themselves . . . the visible and audible expression of the 
relation between the congregation and the deity.” 5 
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3. Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi 
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